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RECREATIONAL ANGLERS NEED YOUR SUPPORT  

By Warren Turner, SBCC Board of Director  

The 2008 and 2009 SBCC National Championship was held on Lake Hartwell which is located on the GA and SC 
boarder and is dissected by Interstate Highway I-85. Those who fish the lake know that although it has many small 
facilities located around its 
bank, at the present time it 
lacks any large public facility 
capable of handling a major 
event. That could change if 
anglers will come together and 
support the improvements rec-
ommended by the Lake Hart-
well Natural Resource Trustees 
who have recommended that 
Lake Hartwell and the sur-
rounding area get some signifi-
cant upgrades for recreational 
anglers. However, to get these 
upgrades recreational anglers 
need to take a quick survey and 
tell the Trustees that recrea-
tional fishing is important. 

HOW DID FUNDING COME AVAILABLE FOR THESE UPGRADES? For the past 40 years Lake Hart-
well has been contaminated by PCBõs (polychlorinated biphenyls) with warnings to Anglers that they should not 
eat the fish coming from Lake Hartwell. The source of that contamination came from Sangamo Weston, Inc., 
which operated a capacitor plant built near Twelve Mile Creek used the toxic material from 1955 to 1977. Twelve-
Mile Creek is a major tributary on the Seneca River arm of Lake Hartwell. Schlumberger Technology Co. bought 
the Sangamo Weston that owned the plant, and thus became responsible for the cleanup. The compensation fund 
is part of a settlement between Schlumberger Technology Co. and a number of government agencies seeking to 
clean up PCBs in Hartwell Lake and Twelve Mile Creek. 

In May 2006, a federal court issued a consent decree for natural resource injuries sustained from PCB contamina-
tion of Lake Hartwell and Twelve-Mile Creek, and requires Schlumberger to pay nearly $12 million for PCB-
related damage to the creek and the lake, and also do an ecological project, worth $8 to $10 million, that includes 
removal of two of three dams along the creek. The settlement requires the Trustees to address these problems 
caused by the contamination and manage the funds awarded. Basically, that award can be broken down into two 
basic categories; 1) ecological injury and 2) retribution to those harmed by the PCBõs. 

1): The ecological injury is being addressed by removal of two dams on Twelve-Mile Creek that do not allow for 
the passage of sediments containing PCB's. The creek will also undergo some significant habitat enhancements, 
along with biological monitoring. 

2): Those harmed has been determined to be Anglers, and is based primarily on the health risks to individuals con-
suming large amounts of PCB-contaminated fish. Therefore, the remaining funds are to be allocated to offset the 
injuries to the recreational fishery of the lake by improving facilities, fishing conditions, and fishing opportunities. 

BUT THERE IS A PROBLEM:  There are two groups, 1) Central Dam Removal and 2) WEEC supporters, 
wanting to take the Anglers funding and divert the money to other uses. While I agree that both projects  
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are worthwhile, neither meet the requirement of the settlement by compensating Anglers for their loss. The most 
upsetting part of it is that they are confusing the issue by misrepresenting the material facts to those not informed. 

1). CENTRAL DAM REMOVAL SUPPORTERS: A 
relatively small, but vocal and politically savvy group of 
people are advocating for removal of the third dam on 
Twelve-Mile Creek called the Central Dam. Removing 
the dam is expensive, requiring $5-8 million. Those 
supporting the Central Dam removal stated that the 
removal of the dam was the only true solution to the 
PCB problem. They state that by removing it will allow 
the sediment to flow down into the 12-mile creek and 
cover the PCB contaminated creek bottom. They also 
stated that the added benefits were that there would be 
over 100-miles of unrestricted flow of water that would 
allow for canoe trails and that the fishermen would 
benefit because fish would then be unrestricted to go 
up the 12-mile creek and spawn. When asked what fish 
they replied "striped bass". 

Fact-1: According to the scientists and biologists, the 
Central dam doesnõt need to be removed to help cover 
the PCB contamination. It is the uppermost dam in the 
system, impounding only about 10 percent of the sedi-
ments in the watershed. Second, it has a sluice gate, a 
mechanism to pass the sediments, whereas the other 
two dams did not. This already allows the sediments to 
be released. Apparently, it just hasn't been used as fre-
quently as it should. According to the experts, remov-
ing the dam won't change the ability to pass the sedi-
ments. It is just an exceptionally expensive way to 
change the mechanism for how sediment is passed. 

Fact-2: There would not be 100 miles of continuous flow as has been stated. Only about 17 miles of 12-mile creek 
and then several other short creeks that add together to give the 100-mile number that has been used. It would, 
however, add several creeks that would have unrestricted access to/from the lake proper resulting in a new 
$8,000,000 Canoe trail. Removing the dam with the purpose of adding additional canoe trails has absolutely noth-
ing to do with compensating those who suffered (anglers) from the PCB contamination. 

Fact-3: According to both the SCDNR and GADNR biologist, here is absolutely no way that the removal of the 
Central Dam will benefit the striped bass fishery by allowing for a natural reproduction. That was a total misrepre-
sentation by those wanting the Central Dam removed. There may be some fish that use the area for spawning such 
as flathead catfish (an invasive species), suckers, carp, etc. But these fish already have ample areas to naturally re-
produce. 

2). WATER ENVIRONMENTAL AND EDUCATION CENTER (WEEC): Is a proposed 32,000-square-foot 
center would be constructed on 21 acres near the Anderson Joint Regional Water System property. The WEEC 
would feature exhibits that are related to Lake Hartwell, would have fishing piers, a boat access, walking trails, and 
an outdoor amphitheater. Supporters believe the WEEC could be a major tourist draw to Anderson and the Up-
state of South Carolina. òThe goals of the WEEC are to educate the public and our children, to overcome the 
negative stigma associated with a polluted lake and to improve the fishing access to Hartwell Lake,ó said Carl Ed-
wards, executive director of the Abney Foundation and member of the WEEC Steering Committee. 
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MINI -PLANER FILLS TROLLING NICHE , by Off Shore Tackle Company LLC  

The concept of the in-line planer board is a trolling success story. In-line boards are inexpensive and an 

easy way to troll a wide variety of lures and other hardware out away from the boat. Targeting lures out 

away from the boat helps anglers catch more and bigger fish by covering more water and presenting lures 

to unsuspecting fish. 

These unique products are easy to use and simply marry up one rod to one planer board. All the angler 

needs to do is set his lure the desired distance behind the boat, then attach the in-line board onto the fishing 

line. Once the board is attached to the line, the board is placed in the water and more line played off the 

reel until the board reaches the desired distance away from the boat.  There are several ways to attach each 

board and instructions for the basic methods are included in the packaging. 

Not only do in-line planers help anglers cover more water, when a fish bites they become a strike indicator. 

The struggling fish pulls the board backwards in the water, tipping off the angler to reel in the board, re-

move it from the line and continue fighting the fish.  

In-line boards are also versatile. Itôs easy to rig these boards so when a fish is hooked, the board can be set 

to trip from line release and allowed to slide down the 

line to the lure. This rigging method allows multiple 

boards to be positioned on each side of the boat without 

having to clear lines to fight a fish. 

ENTER MINI -PLANER STAGE LEFT  

The new Off Shore Tackle Company LLC OR34 Mini-

Planer Board functions the same way as the popular 

OR12 Side-Planer. The biggest difference is that this 

new and smaller in-line board fills a whole new fishing 

niche.   Designed for lighter tackle, it is effective for 

Crappie and inland fish as well as the big Stripers and 

Walleye.  

The smaller size of the Mini-Planer allows these boards 

to be fished with almost any rod, reel and line combina-

tion.  

 The smaller size also translates into less drag and resistance when setting lines and fighting fish.  

 Mini -Planers are reversible. By simply switching the direction of the tow arm from one side of the board to 

the reverse, the Mini-Planer can be rigged to fish out the starboard or port sides of the boat.  ONE 

BOARDé..DUAL PURPOSE! 

 Mini -Planers are small enough to fit into a shirt pocket. Several can be easily stored in a tackle box making 

them ideal for fly-in fishing trips or fishing from rental boats and guided trips. 

 Mini -Planers can be rigged to stay on the line or rigged to release and slide down the line just like their 

cousin the OR12 Side-Planer. 

 Mini -Planers are ideal for fishing from shore in rivers. The board reaches out to waters that canôt be easily 

waded. 

Best of all, the Mini-Planer is less expensive and will handle most of the trolling chores currently reserved 

for larger in-line boards. 

OR34 Mini-Planer Board 
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When asked how the WEEC meets the requirements of the judges ruling to òbenefit Anglers who were harmedó 
by the PCBõs, WEEC supporters quickly state that their project would also improve facilities for fishermen. 

Fact-1: Only approximately 10% of the $8 million they want (Yes they want $8M of the total $9M for their project) 
would improve facilities that anglers would use. 

Fact-2: Their facility is not accessible to the main lake for most boats when the lake is near full pool due to a low 
clearance bridge. When that was pointed out they had that "deer in the headlights" look and walked away stating 
that they were not aware of any bridge clearance problems.  
 
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?  The Lake Hartwell Natural Resource Trustees are currently conducting a 
survey to determine the best use of the remaining funds. Central Dam removal and WEEC proponents are en-
couraging their members to check "Don't Support" on all the items in Question #1, which would prevent any 
funds from being spent on recreational fishing enhancements. Obviously, anglers need to respond "Strongly Sup-
port" for the items in Question #1. 

Whether you are a regular angler on Lake Hartwell, periodically take trips to enjoy the fishing the lake and sur-
rounding area has to offer, or an angler that has never visited Lake Hartwell you are encouraged to visit the survey 
link, answer a few questions and help keep recreational fishing a top priority on Lake Hartwell." The next need 
may be one that more directly affects you or your favorite body of water. In either way, ALL ANGLERS MUST 
STICK TOGETHER! 

Go to http://www.dnr.sc.gov/videoD/Green_Pond_512K.wmv to see a short video from Jamie Sykes U.S.A.C.E 
about the "Green Pond Event Center". 

Click on take the survey!" 
----------------------- 

You only have thru Dec 6, 2009 to complete the survey. It is very short and easy to fill out.  
Take the Survey 

PAN - FRIED CORNMEAL STRIPER 

2 lb. of striper fillets, cut into chunks 
2/3 cup. Bisquick mix 
2 tbsp. cornmeal 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
1 tbsp. water 
1 egg 
Vegetable or olive oil 
 

Pat fish dry.  Mix baking mix, cornmeal, salt and pepper in one dish. Beat water and egg in 

another. Dip fish first into egg, then coat with cornmeal mixture. Heat oil (1/8 inch) in skillet 

until hot.  Fry fish over medium heat, turning carefully until brown on both sides, about 10 

minutes each side. Serves approximately 6-8 people. 
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